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ÅDanube is nominated as E80 artery by the European
Agreement on Main Inland Waterways of International
Importance and a component of the VII-th Trans-European
CorridorconnectingRotterdamandConstantaharbours.

ÅThe River sector located downstreamof km 375 raisesthe
highest problems due both to the bifurcation of secondary
branchesBorceaand Macin and the specialmorphological
effects from downstreamBalamouth (km 345). Due to the
Parjoaia/Izvoarele rock located on the right bank, the low
flows are guidedmainlytowardsBalabranchandrespectively
the inferior Borcea.



Å Formationanddevelopmentof this branchbeganin the middle of XVII-th century.

Å In accordancewith the availabledata from 1940ς2013ƛǘΩǎfurther developmentis
proven by the increaseof the flow taken from the flows measuredat Izvoarele(km
347) from 30-35%during 1940-1950and to 85-87%during 2010ς2013. It resultsan
annualaverageincreaseof aprox. 0.8%per year. Thiswill lead to atrophyandagingof
the Danubemaincoursehavingnegativeeffectsboth on the environmentof protected
areasand the water supplyalongOldDanubebranchdownstreamof Bala.

Å Balabranchhas split from Old Danubeat km 346 and it flows into the Old Danube
branchat km 68on Borcea.

Å Balabranch is 11 km long, 90 m wide and has an averagedepth of 7.5 m and the
averageareaof the sectionis3000sqm.

Å It isanactivebranchof the Danubeon whichthe sedimenttransportprevails.

Å Thebranchwasformed in front of Izvoarelelocalityand takesa substantialhigherflow
from the Danubeanddischargesinto Borceabranch.

Å It isalsocalledBADBRANCHmostlybecauseof water swirl (vortex)formedheredueto
the veryhighlevelsat the beginningof its formation (approximately25m)
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