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IMPROVEMENT OF THE NAVIGATION CONDITIONS ON THE DANUBE
BETWEEN CALARASI AND BRAILA, KM 375 TKM 1750

HISTORICAL EVOLUTION OF BALA BRANCH

A EU Funding (Cohesion Fund)i 85% and National Funding 15 % under the
Operational Programme Transport (SOPT)

A Beneficiary : River Administration of the Lower Danube Romania

Workshop on Bala Branch Technical Solutions
Bucharest,  OCTOBER 2015



A Danube is nominated as BEB0 artery by the European
Agreement on Main Inland Waterways of International
Importance and a component of the VIKh TransEuropean
CorridorconnectingRotterdamand Constantaharbours

A The River sector located downstreamof km 375 raisesthe
highest problems due both to the bifurcation of secondary
branchesBorceaand Macin and the special morphological
effects from downstreamBalamouth (km 345). Due to the
Parjoaia/lzvoarele rock located on the right bank, the low
flows are guidedmainlytowards Balabranchand respectively
the inferior Borcea
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Formationand developmentof this branchbeganin the middle of XVIith century

In accordancewith the availabledata from 1940 ¢ 2013 A (ifi@ther developmentis
proven by the increaseof the flow taken from the flows measuredat Izvoarele(km
347) from 30-35% during 19401950andto 85-87% during2010¢ 2013 It resultsan
annualaverageincreaseof aprox 0.8% per year Thiswill leadto atrophy and agingof
the Danubemain coursehavingnegativeeffectsboth on the environmentof protected
areasand the water supplyalongOld Danubebranchdownstreamof Bala

Balabranch has split from Old Danubeat km 346 and it flows into the Old Danube
branchat km 68 on Borcea

Balabranchis 11 km long, 90 m wide and has an averagedepth of 7.5 m and the
averageareaof the sectionis 3000sgm

It isan activebranchof the Danubeon whichthe sedimenttransport prevails

Thebranchwasformed in front of Izvoarelelocality and takesa substantialhigherflow
from the Danubeand dischargesnto Borceabranch

It isalsocalledBADBRANCIhostly becauseof water swirl (vortex)formed here dueto
the veryhighlevelsat the beginningof its formation (approximately25 m)
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BALA BRANCH IN 1920
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COMPARISON BETWEEN BALA BRANCH IN 1920 ANI
PRESENT STATUS



